Ill
FIGHTING FOR PEACE IN WARTIME
GERMANY
* ALL connections with Germany are interrupted/5
I was told at the station.
" Already ? " I asked in surprise.
" The Germans did it.55
"Go to Belgium or to Switzerland/5 someone
suggested. I decided on Switzerland, fortunately.
Belgium had already been invaded by German troops,
but we did not know that yet.
" This war cannot last very long/3 a French officer
on the train, on his way to fortified Belfort, told me.
" It will be a war of technique and material, and we
will crush them."
I had to change trains several 'times. Mobilization
was already in full swing. It was heartrending to see
families with many children, fleeing the country where
they had lived happily. The husband would on the
morrow be a German soldier, fighting against people
who had been his friends.
I went to Basel to be near the German frontier.
All border traffic was interrupted. Naturally I had
no passport. No woman had one before the war. I
tried to cross the border by walking. Impossible.